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Any book which attempts to explain any portion of the nat-
ural world to the general public 1s desirable and important. This
book(let), which 1s part of a series devoted to the natural history
of southeastern New England, 1s particularly important because
the large numbers of summer visitors who visit the area now have
a source of information about, at least, the common native and
naturalized woody plants.

The authors apparently set a very Iimited goal for themselves.
viz., to provide keys to, small line drawings of the twigs and
leaves of, and very brief descriptive comments about, 125 com-
mon woody species. What they have done 1s successful. It 1s un-
fortunate that they did not try to do more. It they wish public
support (e.g., money), scientists have an obligation to try to show
the general public what 1t 1s that they find exciting about their
field of study, what interesting information they uncover. The pub-
l1ic 18 1nterested 1n information.

It would have been nice 1t the readers could learn:

. How many kinds of higher plants are native to Cape Cod and
the Islands? How many of them are trees, shrubs and vines?
(Svenson and Pyle’s Flora of Cape Cod, 1979 1s apparently long
out of print and not readily available to the public.)

2. How were the particular species selected? One wonders, for ex-

ample, at the absence ot Ailanthus.

[t would be worth noting, 1n these days when species extinction

1S a topic of conversation, how quickly some exotics have be-

come naturalized (and what did they replace?).

D

Atlanthus altissima, introduced to this country 1n 1784, was be-
ginning to naturalize by 1870, and was noted as a roadside es-
cape around New Bedford and Buzzards Bay in 1911.

Berberis thunbergii, mtroduced nto cultivation 1n North
America about 1864, was still noted as a garden plant around New
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Bedford and Buzzards Bay in 1911 1t 1s not mentioned 1n the 7th
cdition of Gray's Manual (1907).

Berberis vulgaris (introduced in colonial times), which only re-
cerved passing mention in the booklet, was widely distributed n
1907. Has 1t become more uncommon in the intervening 90 years’

Lonicera japonica was mmtroduced i 1806, naturalized from
Connecticut to Florida by 1907, but was still only a garden plant
around New Bedtord and Buzzards Bay in 1911.

Robinia pscudoacacia was esteemed tor ship building (in par-
ticular for the production of trunnels |[tree nails]) and for
rot-resistant posts. A southern species, 1t was widely planted 1n
New England by farmers. It seems, in many areas, not to spread
by seed, so the clumps we tind are memorials to some tormer
farmer’s diligence.

Rosa rugosa was itroduced mto cultivation in this country
about 1845. 1t was noted, with Rosa multiflora (introduced some-
time betore 1868), as a garden plant around New Bedtord and
Buzzards Bay in 1911. It was first noted as an escape i 1912,

And this doesn’t mention the deforestation and reforestation of
Cape Cod. There 1s so much that the visitor would find interest-
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